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ST. JOHN CAPISTRAN.

(From the portrait by yivarini, painted at Venice three

years afterthe Saint's death. Nozv in the Louvre, Paris. )
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PREFATORY NOTICE.

These six volumes of the " Friar Saints
"

Series now published, which have received

the warm approval of the authorities of both

Orders in England, Ireland, and America,

are earnestly recommended to Tertiaries,

and to the Catholic public generally.

The Master-General of the Dominicans at

Rome, sending his blessing to the writers and

readers of the " Friar Saints" Series, says:
" The Lives should teach their readers not

only to know the Saints, but also to imitate

them ".

The Minister-General of the Franciscans,

Fr. Denis Schuler, sends his blessing and best

wishes for the success of the " Lives of the

Friar Saints ".

Fr. OSMUND, O.F.M., Provincial,

Fr. BEDE JARRETT, O.P.,

C. M. ANTONY,
Editors.
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PREFACE

I\ the preparation of this biography, the

author's aim has been to make a great Saint

more widely known among English-speaking

Catholics
;
a Saint who is popularly venerated

in the Church at large and especially in Italy,

France, and Austria-Hungary, the scenes of

his labours and triumphs.

That St. John Capistran is not held in such

general regard among ourselves is due, no

doubt, to the fact that no book hitherto has

been written in English upon the subject of

his life, although several works embodying a

collection of lives of the Saints contain bio-

graphies longer or shorter, notably
" The Lives

of the Saints and Blessed of the Three Orders

of St. Francis," translated from the " Aureole

S6raphique" of Pere Leon, O.F.M. Yet he

deservedly ranks among the holiest men, the

most apostolic preachers, and the noblest

heroes whose lives adorn the annals of the

Church.

A man of strong personality, of large ideas,
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of versatile genius, with remarkable powers of

organization and government joined to intrepid

courage, he compels the admiration of all who
learn to know him through the recorded in-

cidents of his life
;
while to us who love the

Saints and would follow them, even afar off,

such episodes commend self-sacrifice, prayer,

penance, an ardent zeal for God, His Church,

and His creatures' souls.

To present a faithful narrative to the reader,

who may thence judge for himself what

manner of man was St. John Capistran, is,

therefore, the scope of the present work,

rather than to attempt any elaborate study of

character.

Though use has been made of several bio-

graphies and other historical sources, chief

reliance has been placed on the evidence of

contemporary authorities, the most important

of which have been edited by the Bollandists.

The only later writer largely quoted is the

great Irish Franciscan, Fr. Luke Wadding

(t I ^S7)> whose monumental work,
" Annales

Minorum," contains many documents and

letters written by or to the Saint
;
and it is

to these that reference is generally made, since

it has been the writer's endeavour throughout

to admit no testimony that is not perfectly-

trustworthy.


